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1 1. Basis of the report — — ^— — _ 



Inteniational application No. 

PCT/EP2003/008023 



I. With regani to the elements of the international application.^ 
I I ^® international appUcation as originally filed 
the description: 
pages 



filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



the claims: 
pages 

pages 

pages 



1-9 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together wiA any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 
pages 



filed with the letter of 



1/2-2/2 



□ the 



sequence listing part of the description: 



. , filed with the letter of 



_ , as originally filed 
, filed with tiie demand 



pages 



filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



U ^ Ijage Of a tj^slatio. fUmi^ed for purposes of intcmationa, search (under Rule 23.1(b)). '''' 

LJ *«'««g^eofpubhcationofthemtemationalapplication(underRule483(b)) 

U Jje^language of the tr»«,aUon fumi^ed for ^ ,ur^s^ of inteniational p.li„.na,y exanUnation (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

P S'nJ^^exlSon^^^SSeS"^^^^^^ - ^temational appUcation. the international 

LJ contained in the international application in written form. 

U file'' together with the international application in computer readable fonn. 

LJ ftmished subsequently to this Authority in written foim. 

U flimished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

^ ^~lXS::t^ZZJ^rj^ ^-'^ '^^-"^ go beyond the disclosu. in the 
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1 4. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation ofi 

I I the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 
□ the drawings, sheets/fig 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box I) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International ^plication No. 
PCT/EP 03/08023 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appIlcabiUty; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



4. 8, 9 



1-3, 5-7 



1-9 



1-9 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

1. Reference is made to the following document: 
D2: DE-A-19723332 



2 . NOVELTY 

The present application does not meet the 
requirements of PCT Article 33(1) because the 
subject matter of claims 1-3 and 5-7 is not novel 
within the meaning of PCT Article 33(2) . 



a) D2 discloses (the references in parentheses are 
to this document) a process for protecting a 
control device (1) for at least one motor vehicle 
component from interference (see column 2, lines 
33-35) , said control device comprising at least a 
microcomputer (1) and at least a memory chip (3, 
4/ 5) , wherein the code required to operate the 
control device (1) is subdivided into at least 
one master code (see column 2, lines 35-37; 
minimum program and cont:rol programs for the 
engine in memory 3) , which comprises information 
essential to the function of the control device 
(1), and at least one subcode (see column 2, 
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lines 37-42; data and additional program modules 
in memory 5) , which comprises further information 
for operating the control device (1) , wherein at 
least the master code is stored in the 
microcomputer (1) and the master code monitors 
interference with the subcode (see column 2, 
lines 54-59) . 

The subject matter of claim 1 is therefore not 
novel • 

b) In the process known from D2 the master code is 
stored in a read-only, write-once area (3) of the 
microcomputer (1) . The suibject matter of claim 2 
is therefore not novel, 

c) In the process known from D2 the subcode is 
stored in a rewritable area (5) of the 
microcomputer (1) . The subject matter of claim 3 
is therefore not novel . 

d) D2 likewise discloses a control device (1) for a 
motor vehicle component (see column 2, lines 33- 
35) comprising at least a microcomputer (1) and 
at least a memory chip (3, 4, 5), wherein the 
code required to operate the control device (1) 
is subdivided into at least one master code (see 
column 2, lines 35-37; minimum program and 
control programs for the engine in memory 3) , 
which comprises information essential to the 
function of the control device (1) , and at least 
one subcode (see column 2, lines 37-42; data and 
additional program modules in memory 5) , which 
comprises further information for operating the 
control device (1) , and at least the master code 
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is stored in the microcotnputer (1) and the master 
code (MC) contains a software functional module 
(inspection program in read-only memory 3) for 
detecting interference in the s\ibcode. The 
subject matter of claim 5 is therefore not novel. 

e) In the control device known from D2 the master 
code is stored in a read-only, write-once area 
(3) of the microcomputer (l) . The subject matter 
of claim 6 is therefore not novel. 

f ) In the control device known from D2 the subcode 
is stored in a rewritable area (5) of the 
microcomputer (1) . The subject matter of claim 7 
is therefore not novel. 

INVENTIVE STEP 

The present application does not meet the 
requirements of PCT Article 33 (1) because the 
subject matter of claims 4, 8 and 9 does not involve 
an inventive step within the meaning of PCT Article 
33 (3) . 



a) The features of claims 4, 8 and 9 are only some 
of the many obvious possibilities from which a 
person skilled in the art would choose according 
to the circumstances in order to store the 
subcode, without thereby being inventive. 

The subject matter of claims 4, 8 and 9 cannot, 
therefore, be considered to involve an inventive 
step. 
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